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REVIEW OF ROAD SAFETY GOVERNANCE 
Statement by Acting Minister for Road Safety 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Acting Minister for Road Safety) [12.03 pm]: Today I released the report 
on the review of road safety governance in Western Australia for a 30-day public consultation period. During the 
2013 state election, a commitment was made to review Western Australia’s road safety governance framework 
to ensure that the increased funding available to road safety initiatives would deliver reduced trauma on our 
roads. The commitment recognised that Western Australia’s road safety governance structure is nearly two 
decades old and has not evolved to take into account the significant increase in funding provided by the  
Liberal–National government’s decision to transfer 100 per cent of speed and red-light camera infringement 
revenue to the road trauma trust account. The commitment also recognised that, despite significant reductions in 
the road toll since 2008, Western Australia still lags behind the rest of mainland Australian states in our crash 
fatality rates. 
In June 2013, Mr Peter Browne was appointed to undertake this review of road safety governance, focusing on 
the effectiveness and appropriateness of the Office of Road Safety to promote and coordinate road safety 
strategies in Western Australia. The terms of reference also included examining the appropriateness and 
effectiveness of the Road Safety Council, with a view to identifying any alternative and improved forms of 
delivery of the functions of either or both the Road Safety Council and the Office of Road Safety. The Office of 
Road Safety and the Road Safety Council have been in place since 1996, and were the result of the 
implementation of recommendations from the 1995 fifth report of the Select Committee on Road Safety. 
Coincidentally, I was a member of that committee at the time. Since then, other than changes to legislation to 
facilitate the transfer of the portfolio from the Minister for Transport—Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 
at the time—to the Minister for Road Safety, no substantive change has been made to the Office of Road Safety 
or to the Road Safety Council. The Road Safety Council’s functions under the Road Safety Council Act 2002 are 
to identify and recommend measures to reduce road trauma and to make recommendations to the minister on 
how the road trauma trust account funds should be used. 
The review considers that the Road Safety Council is a very process-driven body, with little member input into 
the meeting agendas, and a reactive rather than proactive mode of operation. The review found that the council is 
failing in its role as a coordinating body, with evidence that agencies are planning independent road safety 
initiatives that are brought to the council “for information”. Council activities seem to centre on funding 
submissions and budgets, although the introduction of a standing agenda item of “Strategic Issues and 
Discussion” this year, 2014, was observed as a positive step. As a result of the concerns and issues arising out of 
the current arrangements and processes, the review makes 56 recommendations for an alternative model to 
improve the governance arrangements for road safety in Western Australia. 
Public comment is welcomed on the review’s recommendations and can be submitted online at the Office of 
Road Safety website until 4.00 pm on Friday, 24 October 2014. The government thanks Mr Browne for his 
efforts in producing the report, “A Review of Road Safety Governance in Western Australia”. I table the report 
and commend it to the house. 
[See paper 2138.] 
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